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MNQ> O AOPAO2 BYPQN BOHOHZE
NA MIEI H EANAAA ZTON XAPTH
THZ 2YT' XPONHZ EYPQITHZ

'Htav oT1tio didonuog AyyAog atnv Eup®Tin. O Ttointig Aopd0o¢ BUpwv A@NOE Ta TIAVTA YIO VO TIOAEUNOEI GTO TIAEUPO TWV
EARAvwv otnv Etavdotaor) toug evavtiov Tng OBwPavIKrg Autokpatopiag. O kabnyntig POvipik Mrtitov
e&nyeioto Blue ¢ BoNOnoe 0 oTtoudaiog @IAEAANVOG VO dnuioupynOsin onuepivr) EAANGSQ.

HOW LORD BYRON HELPED PUT GREECE
ON THE MAP OF MODERN EUROPE

The most famous Englishman in Europe in his day. Lord Byron left everything behind to fight with
the Greeks in their war of independence against the Ottoman Empire. Professor Roderick Beaton
talks to Blue about how the famed poet and philhellene helped shape present-day Greece.

ArO TON T1QPIro APXIMANAPITH / BY YORGOS ARCHIMANDRITE

Me TNV guKalpia TG CUUTIARPWAONE 200 XPOVWV O TOV BAvaTo
oL A6pdou BUpwva, 10 2024 avaknpuxBnke «ETog AOpdou
BUOpwva Kot PIAEAANVICHOU». O OpOTIHOG KAONYNTAC oTnV'Edpa
NeoeAANVIKAG Kal BuZavTtivig loTtopiag, Modoaoag kot PIAoAo-
yiog oto King’s College London, yvwoTr w¢ Edpa «Kopang»,
KOl TIPOEdPOG TNG BpeTavikng ZXoA¢ ABnvov, POVTpIk MTtiTov,
oLYYPOEaG ToU BIBAIOL «O TIOAEPOC TOL MTIAIPOV — POPOVTIKN
e&éyepon. EAANVIKA ETTavacTtoon», Hog HIAGELYIO TOV @IAEAANVO
AYYAO TTIOINTH KL TN OX£€0N TOL PE TNV EANGSa. E&nyei emtiong tn
OUUBOAN ToL 0TV EAANVIKA ETtavdoTtaon Kail atn oUoTaon Tou
VEOU EANNVIKOU KPATOUG.

Mg &ekivnoe n oxéon Touv Ad6pdou BUpwva pe TNV EANGDQ;

'HpBe yia tp®TN @opd otnv EANGSa T0 1809, PETA TIG OTIOLDEG
TOU OT0 KEIPTIPITE, KIEPEIVE EVAUIOT XPOVO. ETIIOKEPTNKE apXal-
0AOYIKOUG TOTIOUG KOl GUVOUIANCE Pe Toug EAANVEG, Ol oTToiO!
polpdoTnkav padi Tou TIG EATIIOEG KAl TO OVEIPA TOUG YIO HIal
eAeVBepn EANGSO. To 1812, Aiyo PETA TNV ETUCTPOPH TOL GTNV
AyyAia, dnNPOCieVoE TO HOKPOOKEAEG TIOINKA TOU «TO TIPOCKU-
vnpa touv TOAAVT XApOoAVT», TO 0T10i0 MIAOVCE yia TNV EANGSO
KOl TIG EVIUTIWOEIG TOL 0o To Ta&idl Tov o’ autrv. To Toinua
£YIVE UTIECT GEAEP KA TOV EKAVE dIAGNUO € OAN TNV Evpodmn.

Mg KATAYPA@POVTAl OTO TIOINUA Ol EVTUTIWOEIG TOU OTIO TNV
EANGOQ;

EpwTeVTNKE TIEPICCOTEPO TO TOTTIO KAI TOLC AVOPOOTIOUG, TTAPA
TO ATIOPEIVAPIA TNG OPXAOTNTOG. 'HTOV ETUQOUAAKTIKOG OTIEVOVTL
OTOUC APXAIOAGYOUG PIAOUG TOU Kal, PUOIKA, €ixXe TPOUOKPATNOET
a0 TIG TIPAEEIC TOU CUHTIATPIWTN TOU AOPS0oL EAyIvV, TIOU TIHPE Ta
MuTtTd Tou MapBevoova Kal Ta ETTEINE PE TIAOIO OTNV AyyAia. Agv
TOV EVETIVELDE TOCO N apxaio EANGSa, 600 n EANGSa Tou €ide,
n EANGSa Ttou yvoopioe. O TOTOC aUTdC, TIOU EiXE YEVVIOEL TOV
UEYOAVTEPO TIOAITIOHO OTOV KOGHO, NTAV TIAEOV IO ETTOPXIC TNG
OBwPavVIKAG AUTOKPOTOPIOG KI EKEIVOG, WG POUOVTIKOC TIOINTAG
TIOUL TV, €VIWOE PEAOYXOAID BAETIOVTAC TNV apXaic SOEa va EXEL
dodaoel TN B€an NG ot olyxpovn KoTaTtiean Kat eEabAiwaon.

On the bicentenary of Lord Byron's death, 2024 has been declared “Year
of Lord Byron and Philhellenism”. Roderick Beaton, Emeritus Koraes Pro-
fessor of Modern Greek and Byzantine History, Language and Literature
at King's College London, chairman of the British School at Athens and
author of “Byron’s War: Romantic Rebellion, Greek Revolution,” talks to
Blue about the philhellene British poet and his relationship to Greece,
as well as about his contribution to the Greek Revolution and the estab-

lishment of the modern Greek state.

How did Lord Byron's relationship with Greece begin?

Byron first came to Greece in 1809, having just finished his studies at
Cambridge in England, and spent a year and a half here. He travelled
around the ancient sites, and he met the people living there at the time
and listened to what they had to say. He was inspired by what he heard
about their hopes and dreams, that one day Greece would become a free,
independent country. In 1812, not long after his return from that first visit
to Greece, his long poem “Childe Harold's Pilgrimage” was published. It
was a runaway bestseller and was translated into most of the languages
of Europe.

What impressions of Greece does he convey in the poem?

Byron really fell in love with the landscape and the people. He was less
impressed by the ancient ruins. He was a bit sceptical of his archaeologist
friends and, of course, was horrified at the actions of his compatriot Lord
Elgin in taking the sculptures from the Acropolis, putting them on a ship
and sending them back to England. It wasn't ancient Greece, really, that
inspired Byron; it was the Greece that he knew, that he saw. He was also
fascinated by the fact that Greece had been home to the greatest civili-
sation in the world. When he saw it, the country had become a backward
province of a foreign empire of the Ottoman Turks. As a Romantic poet,
he was quite depressed about the contrast between ancient glories and

contemporary oppression and squalor.

What drove his decision to play an active partin the revolution?
When the Greek Revolution started in 1821, Byron was living in Italy, in
exile, and he kept completely quiet about what was happening in Greece

for two whole years. Quite suddenly, in 1823, he seems to have made up
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«EKeivn TNV €1m0XN NTav
0 TTI0 dldonNuocg AyyAoc
otnv EvpwTtin. To yeyovog
OTI TINYE 0TV EAAGSO Kal
€dwoe TN {wn Tou yI' auTh,
dNUIoLPYNOE APETWC
€vav BpUOAO TIOL €KaVE
10 BAEPPA IO OAWV VO
oTPa@OLV OTOV Aymva
TwV EAAAVWV».

“lie was die most famous
Englishman in Idlrope at
the Lime. The fact that he
went to Greece and died
there immediately created a
legend and drew everyone's
attention to Greece."

Mg amo@doioe va TIApEL Pépog otnv EAANVIKA ETava-
otaon;

‘Otav &ekivnoe n Enavdotoon, {000 auToeEOPIoTOC OTNV
IToAia KAl yla 300 OAOKANPA Xpovia dev EKQPACTNKE KABO-
AOUL YU auTrv. To 1823 OUWE, EVIEAWC ENQPVIKA, ATIOQACIOE Va
TIAPEL EVEPYO PEPOG OTNV Emtavdaotaaon. «lMpémeiva épBw atnv
EANGSQ. MpETTelva TIAPW TO OTIAC KO VA TIOAEUNTW OTO TIAEUPO
gag», EiTte TNV ETUTPOTIN OTAPIENG TOU EAANVIKOU Aywva, N
oTtoia gixe oxnUaATIoTel 010 Aovdivo.

"ETTAIEE KATIOI0 POAO 0" OUTO N OXE0T TOU PE TOV MEPTI ZEAET;
BeBaiwg. O ZEAeT, Tou dev gixe £€pOel TTOTE otV EAAGSQ, ATOV
TTO TTABI0OPEVOC PE TNV EAANVIKN apxadTnta o’ 6,T10 Bpwy,
0 0T10i0¢ €ide 0" ekeivov KATI TTOU Ba BEAE va gixe 0 id10G:
ATV VEOC, TV Oop@og, NTav ISEANOTNHG. Eixe yvhoelg. 'Htav
KOAGG TtoINTAG. O BUpwV NTav €vag dvBpwTtog Tou KOGHUOU KAl
€iXe oKOVIOAWAN @ruN. Tov evoxAoUoE €TTiIONG TPOUEPA HIT
TIOPOPOPPWAON OTO TOSI TOV, N OTIoia TOV SUCKOAEVE OTO TIEP-
TIATNUA. AKOPO KOl TNV AKPOTIOAN TIPETIEIVA TOV POVTOGTOUUE
VO TNV ETIICKETITETAL £QITTTIOC. To 1822, 0 ZEAET TIViyNKe avol-
XTé T0L AIBOpVOo. O BUpwv cuveTpiBn amd tov BAvato tou
@iAoL TOUL, OTO TIPACWTIO TOU OTIOIOU ERAETIE HIC EEIBAVIKELUEVN
ekdoxn TG EANGSaG. Kol okégtnke: Molog Ba propovoe va
OULVEXITEI TO Opapa TOU ZEAEL, av OxI 0 idlog; 'ETol, Tov Io0AI0
Tou 1823 pBe oTnv Ke@alovid Kai amd 1o TEAOG ToU XpOVou
EYKATAOTABNKE 0TO MECOAOYYI.

T1yvwpifoupe yia TNV KaBnuepvh tou {wr o010 MeooAOYY!;
'ECTNOE TO apxnyeio Tou o€ éva amd Ta Tio KoPd oTtitia Tou
MeooAoyyiou. Htav éva peydAo oTtiti Iou 0 BUpwv 10 yéuloe
HE QVAUVNOTIKA TIOAEUOU, TOUMEKIA, KUVNYETIKA TPOTIOIN KOl
omafid. KaBe pépa €Ryaive w e TO GAOYO TOU KIEKAVE EKSPO-
UEC oV LTTANBPO. ESWaCE éva PEPOC TWV XPNHATWY TOU YA TN
OTPOTOAOYNGN YEWWAIWV ZOUANWTMV TIOAEPIOT®V. ETopaldtav
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his mind to come to Greece and take an active part in the struggle. He
told a flabbergasted pair of representatives sent to meet with him by a
committee formed in London to gather support for the Greek cause that

he had to come to Greece to take up arms and fight alongside the Greeks.

Did his relationship with Percy Bysshe Shelley play some part in
that decision?

Of course. Shelley, who had never come to Greece, was actually more
passionate about ancient Greece than Byron ever was. And | think in
some ways, Byron almost saw something in Shelley that he wished he
had himself. Shelley was young, he was handsome, and he was idealis-
tic. He was a scholar. He was a fine poet. Byron was a man of the world
and had a scandalous reputation. It also bothered Byron terribly that he
had this physical deformity and walked with a limp. When we talk about
Byron visiting the Acropolis, we have to imagine him riding a horse up
there. Shelley drowned at sea [in the Gulf of La Spezia in 1822], Byron
was devastated by this loss and | think he saw a kind of idealised version
of Greece in his friend and thought, who could carry on Shelley’s vision
if not himself? So, he arrived at Kefalonia in July 1823 and moved to
Messolonghi at the end of the year.

What do we know of his daily life in Messolonghi?

He set himself up in one of the smartest houses in Messolonghi. It was a
big house, and Byron filled it with mementos of war, including muskets
and swords, and huntingtrophies. Everyday he'd rideout on excursions
through the countryside. He recruited a troop of Souliots, some of the
great fighters for Greek independence, and would drill them, preparing
them for battle. And he was prepared to take part in a battle himself.

Did he ever take up arms?

No. But we know a lot of what he was planning, working closely with
[Greek politician Alexandras] Mavrokordatos. He also supported an effort
going on in London to raise a large sum of money as a loan to the Greek
government. Byron's name was a big pull; it drew people to commit large



ADOC-PHOTOS/GETTY IMAGES/IDEAL IMAGE, APXEIO EKAOZEQN MNMATAKH,

FINE ART I MAGES/ HERITAGE IMAGES/G ...

Media:

ERT MCCABE

BLUE Page: 174-177

HOAIOTO KOl 0 i310G VO CUUPETAOXEI OE PAXN HE OTOXO TNV KATA-
ANWn €vog KAoTPoUL.

Agv TINPE TEAIKA TIOTE TA OTIAQ;

‘Ox1. M'vwpilovpe GUWC TIOANG aTtO ALTA TIOL OXEdIale O€ OTEVN
ouvepyaaia pe Tov EAANva TIONTIKO AAEEaVOPO MaupoKop-
darto. MapakoAouvBovoE, eTtiong, YId TIPOCTIABEIN TTOL YIvVOTaV
0TO AOVJIVO IO VO CUYKEVTPWOET HEYGAO XPNHOTIKO TI00O
WG BAVEIO TIPOG TNV EAANVIKN KLBEpvNon. To Gvoud Tou Tpo-
OEAKUE TOV KOOUO OTO VO OTNPIEEL OIKOVOUIKA TOV EAANVIKO
Ayoova. Eixe pAAIoTa TIOAEG 1I8€€G yia TO TIod¢ N EANGDQ, PETA
NV amneAevBEPwan g, Ba yvotav éva SnNPOKPATIKO KPATOG
pe Z0vtaypa kat KoivoBoUAio. @swpolaoe OTin KuREépvnaon Ba
£TIPETIE VO TIPOKOWEI IO TOV ADO Kot OX1va eTURANOET GvwBev.
Agv TtRyE, AOITIOV, GTNV EAAADA yIa VA KAVEL ATTA0OG PIO HEYAAN
XElpovoupia Kal, iowg, yio va tebdvel évdoéa. H kivnon tou dev
ATAV oTTA0GC CUMPBOAIKN.

Mota gival n KANpovouid Tou BUpwva wg @INEANNVQ;

"Htav o 1o didonuog AyyAog otnv Eupoomn. To yeyovog ot
Trye otV EAAGSa kat £dwae Tn {wr) Tou yI' auth, dnuiovpynaoe
apEoWG Evav BPUAO TIOU €KAVE TA PAEUPOTA OAWV VA OTPAPOVLV
oatov Ayodva Twv EAAvwv. Kaveig Tia dev prtopoloe va ayvoei
oUTé IOV CLVERAIVE OTNV EANGDQ: aTto TATIEIVOUG TEXVITEG TTIOU
€KOVOV UIKPEC OIKOVOUIKEG EICQOPEG, PEXPI ApXNYyoUg KLBEP-
VRoEwV o€ OAn TNV Eupoorn. O BAvaTog ToU CLUVEBOAE avap@i-
BoAa oTig e€€AIEEIC TIOL 03HYNCOV OTNV EAANVIKA aveEaptnaia.
O BUpolv nBele va yivel n EAANGdO €va oUyXpovo €UPWTINIKO
€OVIKO KPATOC O€ IO ETIOXT TIOU OKOUA KAl Ol {3101 OI'EAANVEC
TipooTIofoVGav Vo KATOAGBOULV TI Gnuaivel EAeLOEpPIa Kal Tt
gidoug ave&aptntn EANGSa Ba dnuiovpyrioouv. Katvopidw ot
N HeYAAN GLVEIGEOPA TOL HTAV OKPIROOC N BorBeld ToL OTo Va
SI0POPPWOEI N EANGS O OTIWE OAOL TNV EEPOUUE KA TNV AYOTIANE
onuepa.
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Ag&Id: O TIAVETIOTNHIOKOG
PovIpiK Mritov

/ Right: Academic
Roderick Beaton

ApioTepd: «H uTtodoxn

ToL A6pdou Bupwva 010
MeooAoyy» (1861), Tou
©eddwpou Bpuldkn. Addi
o€ pouvoaud. EktiBetan oty
EBvikr) MivakoOrkn.

/ Left: “The Reception of
Lord Byron at Missolonghi”
(1861), by Theodoros
Vryzakis, oil on canvas.
Exhibited at National Gallery
in Athens.

sums of money to the Greek cause. He had very progressive ideas about
how Greece, once it was free, ought to be. What we would call today a
liberal democracy with a parliament and constitution, how it would be
governed. And he had very definite ideas that government should arise
from the people from below, rather than beingimposed from above. So we
know that he didn’t just go there to make a grand gesture, and perhaps,
to die gloriously. It wasn'tjust symbolic.

What is Lord Byron’s legacy as a philhellene?

Byron was the most famous Englishman in Europe at the time. The fact
that he wentto Greece and died there immediately created a legend and
drew everyone’s attention to Greece. Everybody, from humble artisans,
people who made small financial contributions to support the struggle, to
heads of government all over Europe, sat up and took notice, saying: “We
can't ignore what's happening in Greece any longer.” So Byron's death,
ironically enough, helped Greece to become free. Byron envisaged Greece
as amodern European nation state at a time when the Greeks themselves
were struggling to make sense of what exactly was meant by freedom
and what kind of independent Greece they were going to create. | think
Byron's contribution, coming from the outside, did help to formulate
Greece as we know and love it today.

«Eixe TpopokpatnBei amo Tig TIPAEEI
too 00|11KIIPIO)I N too AOPOOOEAYIV, NOO
TpPE 1 FALTUA 1oo MapBevwva Kal ia
€0TEIAE PE TIAOIO OTNV AyyAio».

“He was horrified at die actions
of his compatriot Lord Elgin
in taking the sculptures from the
Acropolis and putting them on a ship
and sending them back to England.”
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